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 As the increasing number of trucks take the road in 
the next couple weeks, it is easy to forget many aspects of 
the pre-trip inspection.  It is very important to remember 
these individual checkups, not only for the efficiency of the 
vehicle, but for overall safety of the driver and the people 
with whom you are sharing the road.  As a driver, you are 
required to routinely check your vehicle and trailer before 
your shift to ensure the safety and operations of the vehicle.  
Currently, there are no guidelines to a pre-trip inspection, but 
thoroughly checking your truck has been estimated to take 
approximately 30 to 50 minutes.

 In a time-critical industry, a pre-trip inspection can be viewed as wasting valuable driving time.  You see many 
drivers consistently taking 10 to 15 minutes to inspect their truck and trailer, and overlooking multiple inspection items.

The following are the 5 most commonly overlooked inspection items:

•	 Chock your wheels 
 This is one of the most commonly overlooked aspects of the pre-trip inspection process.  You are going to have  
 the engine running at times and you will also be performing tests on the braking system.  You don’t want the  
 vehicle to be moving while you are checking processes for the truck.
•	 Cleanliness 
 It’s common to hear folks say to keep your truck clean, but it is very important.  This is especially true when pre 
 paring for a day of driving.  When you have a junk-filled cab, it not only marks you as a messy person, it can also  
 present its own dangers. 
•	 Brakes
 Testing your truck's braking system comprehensively involves a lot of steps.  It requires checks to be made from  
 both inside and outside of the cab.  Checking the brakes of a cab may take over 10-15 minutes in itself.  Don’t  
 forget this key inspection checkup.
•	 Emergency Kit
 You are required to carry an emergency kit containing spare fuses/circuit breakers, warning hazard triangles and  
 a fire extinguisher.  It is good to frequently check the emergency kit and fire extinguisher.  Knowing that they are  
 there isn’t enough while going through the inspection phases.
•	 Paperwork
 And finally, make sure you have the correct paperwork and documents as it is often overlooked. You already  
 have enough paperwork to worry about as it is.  Make sure your paperwork is in working form.






